H7384

minimized through appropriate management
and training protocols and properly inves-
tigated, should they occur.

The bill authorizes the Department of Jus-
tice to work cooperatively with independent
accreditation, law enforcement and commu-
nity-based organizations to further develop
and refine accreditation standards, and further
authorizes the Attorney General to make
grants to law enforcement agencies for the
purpose of obtaining accreditation from cer-
tified law enforcement accreditation organiza-
tions.

Currently, there are no federally recognized
minimum standards for operating a law en-
forcement agency. The ad hoc nature of police
management has accordingly left many offi-
cers and agencies in the dark about how to
cope with changes in their communities. That
is the real reason police officers and depart-
ment feel so adrift in the current post-Fer-
guson environment—not the Black Lives Mat-
ter Movement. There is a vacuum of leader-
ship in policing that can only be filled by lead-
ership at the federal level.

Beyond the human toll created by law en-
forcement accountability issues, there remains
the fiscal impact created by the high cost of
litigation settlements for police abuse claims.
While most cities fail to systematically track
the cost of litigation, the cost reports for major
cities have proven staggering. In New York
City alone, during Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s
three term tenure, NYPD payouts were in ex-
cess of $1 billion dollars for policing claims.
For small departments, the cost of a single
high profile incident could prove crippling in its
impact on public safety.

While the Department of Justice has a
range of criminal and civil authority to address
policing issues, the Civil Rights Division will
never have the resources necessary to inves-
tigate more than a small fraction of those de-
partments engaged in unconstitutional con-
duct, even with the enhanced funding and task
force authority granted by this legislation.

Through the support of a robust accredita-
tion regime, like that existing in healthcare,
Congress can ensure that all communities
have the best trained and managed police de-
partments. Only by establishing acceptable
police operations standards can we begin to
preemptively address issues like use of force
and heal the rifts within our communities.

Media reports from Baltimore and other cit-
ies depicting confrontations between
protestors and their police departments illus-
trate the current divide between law enforce-
ment and the communities they police. In the
past years, cities from New York to Cincinnati
and Miami to Los Angeles have experienced
unrest following controversial use of force inci-
dents by their police. Absent a climate of trust
and accountability, community needs are not
served and the jobs of the police officers be-
come more difficult and dangerous.

The energies of Congress should be fo-
cused on the adoption of legislative priorities
that address the substance of law enforce-
ment management and strengthen the current
battery of tools available to sanction mis-
conduct. As a Congress we have been enthu-
siastic about supporting programs designed to
get officers on the street.
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We must be just as willing to support pro-
grams designed to train and manage them
after they get there. The current national cli-
mate requires decisive action to implement so-
lutions. Out of respect for all who have lost
their lives over the last nine months—both law
enforcement and civilian—I hope you will join
me in supporting legislation that initiates the
reforms necessary to restore public trust and
accountability to law enforcement.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to join my colleagues in
speaking on the critically important issue of
criminal-justice reform.

Just last week, an African-American girl at
Spring Valley High School in Columbia, South
Carolina was violently arrested by the school’s
resource officer. This is a disturbing example
of a law enforcement officer using excessive
force when interacting with a person of color
and a perfect illustration of an alarming trend
in our schools. We need to have a substantive
dialogue around how to empower administra-
tors, teachers, and staff to deal with school
disciplinary issues so that students aren't
being criminalized for behavioral issues.

According to the Department of Education,
black females enrolled in New York City and
Boston schools are disciplined 10.5 times
more on average than their white counter-
parts.

African Americans seem to face undue scru-
tiny by police officers throughout our commu-
nities. Black Americans are more than twice
as likely to be unarmed when killed during en-
counters with police when compared to Cau-
casians. States and Congress must set higher
standards for the use of deadly force and
must hold police officers accountable if they
violate these standards. This is the first of
many steps to begin the process of mending
the delicate relationship between law enforce-
ment and people of color.

This disparity is increasingly evident when
looking at the composition of the U.S. prison
population. The Coalition for Public Safety ar-
gues that more than 60 percent of our prison
population is composed of racial and ethnic
minorities. That is why | have supported H.R.
3713, a comprehensive sentencing reform ef-
fort with bipartisan support that aims to over-
haul the current system which disproportion-
ately affects minorities.

| strongly believe that addressing the dis-
parate treatment of people of color at the
hands of police is a fundamental step toward
creating an equitable society. As one of the
first black women to be publically elected from
Dallas, | spent my entire career championing
equity for communities of color and fighting on
behalf of African Americans for social justice.
It is clear that there are fundamental problems
in police and justice systems across the nation
that needs to be addressed. As a former
Chairwoman of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, these issues are of the utmost impor-
tance to me and | am personally committed to
finding long term solutions.

We must act now to remedy the culture and
system of violence against people of color.
Our nation has endured this disparity for far
too long and | encourage my colleagues to not
only speak out on this issue, but also take
swift and immediate action.

November 2, 2015

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. PAYNE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of official
business.

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today and November 3
on account of official business in dis-
trict.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1731. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to waive the minimum period of
continuous active duty in the Armed Forces
for receipt of certain benefits for homeless
veterans, to authorize the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to furnish such benefits to
homeless veterans with discharges or re-
leases from service in the Armed Forces with
other than dishonorable conditions, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

———

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
of the House of the following titles,
which were thereupon signed by the
Speaker pro tempore, Mr. MESSER, on
Monday, November 2, 2015:

H.R. 623. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to establish a so-
cial media working group, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1314. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for a right to
an administrative appeal relating to adverse
determinations of tax-exempt status of cer-
tain organizations.

———

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on October 29, 2015, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 3819. To provide an extension of Fed-
eral-aid highway, highway safety, motor car-
rier safety, transit, and other programs fund-
ed out of the Highway Trust Fund, and for
other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 29 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, November 3, 2015, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.
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